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APRIL 12 

Easter Sunday 

REFLECTION 

Love always involves responsibility and love always involves sacrifice. And we do not really love 

Christ unless we are prepared to face His task and to take up His Cross.  

-- William Barclay 
 

PRELUDE 

“Praise the Lord” 

Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877 – 1933), ed. Donald Rotermund 
 

“The Trumpet Shall Sound” from MESSIAH 

G. F. Handel (1685 – 1759), arr. Hal H. Hopson 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP & OPENING PRAYER                                              John 11:25-26, 40 

Jesus said: “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 

will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.”  

Christ is risen! We have seen the glory of God. 
 

HYMN NO. 232, St. 1, 2, 4          “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”                            EASTER HYMN 
 

Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once upon the cross Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluia! 

unto Christ our heav'nly King, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

Sing we to our God above Alleluia! 

praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 

praise him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin and death. 

We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. 

We overlook the poor and the hungry, and pass by those who mourn; we ignore the cries of 

the oppressed and are indifferent to calls for peace; we despise the weak and abuse the 

earth you made. Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your power to change our lives 

and make us new, that we may know the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the 

risen Lord. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC          “I know that my Redeemer liveth” from MESSIAH            G. F. Handel 

Rae Gabrielle de la Crétaz, Soloist 
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SCRIPTURE                                       John 20:1-18 (NRSV) 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 

saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 

the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of 

the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set 

out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying 

there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 

saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with 

the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the 

tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the 

scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look[a] into the 

tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 

the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said 

to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When 

she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 

was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 

where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and 

said to him in Hebrew,[b] “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold 

on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 

‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene 

went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said 

these things to her. 
 

SERMON                                                “Risen Indeed” 

Rev. Don Brown 
 

HYMN NO. 157                     “I Danced in the Morning”                     LORD OF THE DANCE 

 

I danced in the morning 

When the world was begun, 

And I danced in the moon 

And the stars and the sun, 

And I came down from heaven 

And I danced on the earth, 

At Bethlehem 

I had my birth. 

REFRAIN Dance, then, wherever you may be, 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A1-18&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-26868a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A1-18&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-26873b
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I danced for the scribe 

And the pharisee, 

But they would not dance 

And they wouldn't follow me. 

I danced for the fishermen, 

For James and John 

They came with me 

And the Dance went on.  REFRAIN 

I danced on the Sabbath 

And I cured the lame; 

The holy people 

Said it was a shame. 

They whipped and they stripped 

And they hung me on high, 

And they left me there 

On a Cross to die.  REFRAIN 

I danced on a Friday 

When the sky turned black 

It's hard to dance 

With the devil on your back. 

They buried my body 

And they thought I'd gone, 

But I am the Dance, 

And I still go on.  REFRAIN 

They cut me down 

And I leapt up high; 

I am the life 

That'll never, never die; 

I'll live in you 

If you'll live in me - 

I am the Lord 

Of the Dance, said he.  REFRAIN 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                   “Hallelujah Chorus” from MESSIAH                       G. F. Handel 
 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
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For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

The kingdom of this world. 

Is become the kingdom of our Lord, 

And of His Christ, and of His Christ; 

And He shall reign for ever and ever, 

And He shall reign for ever and ever, 

For ever and ever, forever and ever, 

 

King of kings, and Lord of lords, 

King of kings, and Lord of lords, 

King of kings, and Lord of lords, 

And Lord of lords. 

 

And He shall reign, And He shall reign, 

And He shall reign forever and ever, 

King of kings, forever and ever, 

And Lord of lords, Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

And He shall reign forever and ever, 

King of kings! And Lord of lords! 

And He shall reign forever and ever, 

King of kings! And Lord of lords! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                                   “An Easter Celebration”                                         Joel Raney 
 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

Rev. Don Brown 

Rev. Barbara Jo Piercy 

Noel A. Piercy, Associate Director of Music 

Rae Gabrielle de la Crétaz, Soloist 

Paul Salierno, Handbells & Musical Assistant 

James De La Garza - Trumpet and Leader 

Brad Siroky - Trumpet 

Rob Fournier - Trombone 

Federico Perez - Bass Trombone 

Jesse Gerbasi, Percussionist 

Ray Liptak & Rob Thiemann, Technical Assistance 


