
November 30, 2014 

Ten o’clock 
First Sunday of Advent  

 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE        “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”           arr. Gilbert M. Martin 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

We are walking toward a silent night, 

Drawn by the chords of love. 

We are moving to the sound of an angelic chorus, 

Lured by a deep and holy melody. 

We are growing in the likeness of Christ, 

Supported by the nudges of the Spirit. 

We are living in awareness of a divine love that fills the universe, 

Pulling us to love and serve, to pray and worship.  
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

 Lighting the first Candle of Advent are members of the Stephen Ministry. 
 

*RESPONSE NO. 137   “He Came Down” 
He came down that we may have hope; he came down that we may have hope; 

he came down that we may have hope; hallelujah forevermore. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

*HYMN NO. 82  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”        HYFRYDOL 

Lighting the candles today is Acolyte Alyssa White. 
 

CONFESSION 

CORPORATE CONFESSION 

Loving and merciful God, as we await the coming of Jesus, we confess that we do so 

with divided loyalties and scattered attention. We want to welcome a baby but not 

follow the road he beckons us to follow.  We like the idea of having something and 

someone to believe in but do not want those beliefs to demand a change in our 

behaviors. We are inspired by brilliant stars, angelic song and the magi's gifts, but are 

not interested in the risky business of sharing the good news. Our lives are cluttered 

with parties, packages and pageantry, and in the midst of it all, we have misplaced the 

truth of the Incarnation--that you have come to be with us, to know us and be known 

by us, to dwell not just with us but within us, for the sake of all creation and the 

world. Forgive us, precious Son of God, we pray, and restore to us the joy of being 

yours.  
 

PERSONAL CONFESSION 

In whose name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

...Friends, believe the good news. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 



 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE NO. 90    “Wait for the Lord” 
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart! (x2) 
 

PROCLAIMING AND RESPONDING 
 

ANTHEM    “In The Bleak Mid Winter”    arr. Joel Rayney 

               Chancel Choir      
 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN                 

Please note:  Children through 7th grade may leave the sanctuary for Sunday School following the Time with 

the Children. Please exit through the doors on either side of the Choir loft. 
 

PARISH LIFE 
Members, friends and visitors, please sign the Friendship Pad in each pew and pass it to the person 

next to you. The last person will pass the pad back to the first person, who will then please place the 

sheet in the offering plate. Worshipers are invited to use the cards in the pew racks for prayer requests 

so we may share one another’s joys and concerns. The ushers will collect the cards during the 

hymn following the sermon and they will be offered during the Prayers of the People.  
 

MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP    “Time and Talent”                                   Jack Dusinberre 
        
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

We welcome into the family of God through baptism Caleb Matthew Bohm, son of Jason and  

Tara Bohm, born on July 10, 2014; and Henry Scott Gachot, son of Christopher and Kerry 

(Bohm) Gachot, born on February 4, 2014. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed (ecum) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 

judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION NO. 488  “I Was There to Hear Y our Borning Cry”       WATERLIFE 

   

SCRIPTURE                Isaiah 9:2-7; John 1:1-5, 14               Pages 600, 86 NT      
 

SERMON      “What Kind of Christmas?”                           Dr. Sommers 

    

*HYMN NO.  92          “While We Are Waiting, Come”           WAITING 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY              “Prepare the Way, O Zion”                   arr. Paul Manz 



*RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING NO. 607 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below;  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.  
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

GOING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

The kingdom of God is justice and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

Come, Lord, and open in us, the gates of your kingdom. 
  

*THE PEACE 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

  And also with you. 
Please exchange greetings of welcome and peace with your neighbor. 

 

*Please rise in body or in spirit 
 

†If you are new to the church...Welcome! We’re glad to have you here. Please ask an usher  to 

direct you to Visitor packets at the rear of the church. They can be found on the table near the usher’s 

closet under the balcony stairs. After the 10:00am service today, we hope you will join us for Coffee 

Hour in Room 120 located through the door to the left of the choir loft and left to the end of the hall. 

 

†The flowers this morning, are given to the glory of God  in honor of…  

 … the Marriage of Ed Haversang and Diane Van Leer. 

 

† The white rose this morning celebrates the life of Rober t Neff and remembers the promises of 

the resurrection in his death on November 23, 2014. Our sympathy and prayers to his wife, Gerrie 

Neff, and his family.  

 

†Your  prayers of intercession  are requested for those members and friends known to be currently or 

recently hospitalized or who continue to need our prayers and support: 

 … Harry Coppens, Bill Hayden, Ruth Hults, Edith Jipp, Roger Jones, Olga Muller, Marilyn 

O’Connell, Barbara Piggery, Louise Ritscher, Laura Winter and Helena Wispelwey. The church office 

will be happy to verify their home addresses for you should you wish to send them words of 

encouragement or get well wishes. 

.  
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