
 

 

 

 

 

 

January 4, 2015 

Ten o’clock 
2nd Sunday after Christmas Day 

Sunday Closest to Day of Epiphany 
 

GATHERING 
 

REFLECTION 
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 

give you a future with hope.  (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 

PRELUDE        “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”         arr. Norman Dello Joio     
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

A single step on a twisted road, 

A fragile toehold on an upward climb, 

A cautious peep around a sudden corner, 

A joyful skip on a sun-drenched path. 

Many journeys, 

Yet one common goal. 

Different paths, 

Yet one shining star. 

Like wise men and wise women, come and worship. 

THE  
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH  

AT CALDWELL 
Our Purpose: 

To help all people build life-transforming  

relationships with God and each other. 

  

The members and friends of FPC welcome people from all backgrounds  -  - 

 people of faith from throughout the world, people who profess no faith, 

Christians of all denominations and those who are searching  

for religious and spiritual meaning.  

Welcome! 



OPENING PRAYER 
 

*HYMN NO. 151       “We Three Kings of Orient Are”            KINGS OF ORIENT 

Lighting the candles today is Acolyte Jessica Day.  
 

CONFESSION 

CORPORATE CONFESSION 

Guiding Light, who leads us on the bright path, who makes the way level before us, we 

confess our misunderstandings of the journey. We find it easy to see who doesn't 

belong on the path and miss seeing Christ’s hand extended to all. We casually proceed 

without recognizing the persistent discipline and honest effort required. Like a vigilant 

coach, restore our commitment to go the distance. Like the skilled coordinator of a 

team, renew our awareness that each plays a vital part. Like a compassionate leader, 

call us again and again to a deeper love and vital ministry.  God, you are the beginning 

and the end, the journey and our home. Praise be to you.  
 

PERSONAL CONFESSION 

Through Christ our Lord we pray. 

Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 ...Friends, believe the good news. 

 In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE NO. 155    “Raise a Song of Gladness”    JUBILATE DEO 

Raise a song of gladness, peoples of the earth. 

Christ has come, bringing peace, joy to every heart. 

Alleluia, alleluia, joy to every heart! 

Alleluia, alleluia, joy to every heart! (2x) 
  

PROCLAIMING AND RESPONDING 
 

ANTHEM         “Star-Child”       arr. David Haas 

Westminster and Pilgrim Choirs 
 

Please join the choir in singing the refrain:    

This year, this year let the day arrive,  

when Christmas comes for ev'ryone, ev'ryone alive. 
 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN                 

Please note:  Preschool children, Kindergartners and 1st Graders will head down to Rooms A4 and A5 

following the Time with the Children to participate in the Young Children and Worship Program. 
 

PARISH LIFE 
Members, friends and visitors, please sign the Friendship Pad in each pew and pass it to the person 

next to you. The last person will pass the pad back to the first person, who will then please place the 

sheet in the offering plate. Worshipers are invited to use the cards in the pew racks for prayer requests 

so we may share one another’s joys and concerns.  Please place the cards in the offering plate and 

the staff will include them with their prayers this week. 



OFFERING 

     OFFERTORY  “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”   arr. Lloyd Larson 

Westminster and Pilgrim Choirs 
 

*RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING NO. 141 (stanza 3) “On This Day Earth Shall Ring” 

God’s bright star, o’er his head, wise men three to him led; 

kneel they low by his bed, lay their gifts before him, praise him and adore him. 

Ideo, ideo, ideo gloria in excelsis Deo!   
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

SCRIPTURE          Isaiah 43:19; Jeremiah 29:11       Page 632 and 687 
 

SERMON      “New Beginnings”               Dr. Sommers 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION NO. 687  “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past”         ST. ANNE 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

GOING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 175  “Seek Y e First”          LAFFERTY 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God And its righteousness, 

And all these things shall be added unto you. Allelu, alleluia! 
 

*THE PEACE 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

  And also with you. 
 

Please exchange greetings of welcome and peace with your neighbor. 

 
*Please rise in body or in spirit 

 

† If you are new to our  church...Welcome! We’re glad to have you here. Please ask an usher  to 

direct you to Visitor packets at the rear of the church. They can be found on the table near the usher’s 

closet under the balcony stairs. After the 10:00 service today, we hope you will join us for Coffee 

Hour in Room 120. 

 



† Our  thanks to Iliana Acosta and Tyler  Romaine for  prepar ing the Lord’s Table today. Our  

Communion servers this week are: Brian and Jeannine Archibald, Paul Califf, Bob Hodge, Susan 

Jones, Joyce McGrath, Laura and Mark Schalles, Dave Schmertz and Bill Trafton.  

 

† The red roses this morning celebrate the bir th of…  

 … Derek Joseph Antunes, son of Alex and Jodi Antunes, on Monday, December 22, 2014 and  

Leonard Vincent Antico, son of Leonard and Kate Antico, on Tuesday, December 23, 2014. Maternal 

grandparents are Frank and Wendy Busby.  

 

† Your  prayers of intercession are requested for those members and friends known to be currently or 

recently hospitalized or who continue to need our prayers and support: 

 ...Harry Coppens, Bill Hayden, Ruth Hults, Edith Jipp, Roger Jones, Alex Lopus, Olga Muller, 

Marilyn O’Connell, Barbara Piggery, Louise Ritscher, Laura Winter and Clarence and Helena 

Wispelwey. The church office will be happy to verify their home addresses for you should you wish to 

send them words of encouragement or get well wishes. 

 

† It is easy to join our  mailing list! Just text FPC to 42828 and follow the prompt to send your   

e-mail address by text message.  

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
AT CALDWELL 
326 Bloomfield Avenue  
Caldwell, New Jersey  07006 
973-228-0310            
www.firstprescaldwell.org 


