
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 8, 2015 

Ten o’clock 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

GATHERING 
 

REFLECTION 

In the matter of religion, people eagerly fasten their eyes on the difference between their own 

creed and yours; whilst the charm of the study is in finding the agreements and identities in all 

the religions of humanity.     Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)  
 

PRELUDE          “Holy Manna”       arr. Hal Hopson 

     Chancel Handbell Choir 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

What could be more important than worshiping God? 

As we gather together to praise, we leave our worldly cares behind. 

We turn off our computers and cellphones; 

We leave unfinished chores; 

We get off the highway; 

And turn our attention to a power more lasting, a peace more satisfying. 

 

THE  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH  

AT CALDWELL 
Our Purpose: 

To help all people build life-transforming  

relationships with God and each other. 

 

The members and friends of FPC welcome people from all backgrounds  -  - 

 people of faith from throughout the world, people who profess no faith, 

Christians of all denominations and those who are searching  

for religious and spiritual meaning.  

Welcome! 

http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/in_the_matter_of_religion-people_eagerly_fasten/161523.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/in_the_matter_of_religion-people_eagerly_fasten/161523.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/in_the_matter_of_religion-people_eagerly_fasten/161523.html


 

OPENING PRAYER 

God, who creates earth in beauty, open our eyes to the wonders you have made. Christ, 

who loves with a power greater than our imagining, open our hearts to your great passion. 

Spirit, whose peace passes all understanding, open our lives to your peace. Filled with 

divine gifts, we ask that our worship be worthy of our God’s glory. Amen.    
 

*HYMN NO. 15             “All Creatures of Our God and King”    LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Lighting the candles today is Acolyte Alyssa White.  
 

CONFESSION 

CORPORATE CONFESSION 

O God, you search after us when we have gone far from you, yet we confess that we 

have become consumed with our own affairs. We seldom pause to listen for the wind in 

the trees or hear the happy voices of children. Sometimes we feel that the burdens of 

the world fall entirely on our shoulders, and we have been slow to put our trust in you 

or to cooperate with others. When we take ourselves too seriously, remind us that we 

are only human! Make us patient with our mistakes, even as we are willing to forgive 

others. And remind us that we are also precious, not because we are good but because 

you have accepted us and called us to be your very own.  
 

PERSONAL CONFESSION 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

...Friends, believe the good news. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE NO. 749 (stanza 1) “Come! Live in the Light!”            WE ARE CALLED 

Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 

We are called to be light for the kingdom, 

to live in the freedom of the city of God. 

We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly; 

we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 
 

PROCLAIMING AND RESPONDING 
 

COMMISSIONING OF CHOIR TOUR PARTICIPANTS 
 

ANTHEM     “In The Beginning” from CHILDREN OF EDEN             Stephen Schwartz

       Westminster and Pilgrim Choirs 
 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN                 

Please note:  Children through 7th grade may leave the sanctuary for Sunday School following the 

Time with the Children. Please exit through the doors on either side of the Choir loft. 



 

PARISH LIFE 

Members, friends and visitors, please sign the Friendship Pad in each pew and pass it to the 

person next to you. The last person will pass the pad back to the first person, who will then please 

place the sheet in the offering plate. Worshipers are invited to use the cards in the pew racks for 

prayer requests so we may share one another’s joys and concerns. The ushers will collect the 

cards during the hymn following the sermon and they will be offered during the Prayers of the 

People. 

 

SCRIPTURE    Philippians 2:4-11              Page 186, NT 

 

SERMON     “A Visual Creed”               Dr. Sommers 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          from “A Brief Statement of Faith” 

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign love God created the 

world good and makes everyone equally in God's image, male and female, of every race 

and people, to live as one community.  But we hide from our Creator; we violate the image 

of God in others and ourselves.  Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.  

In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all 

families of the earth.  Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the 

house of bondage.  Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.  Like a 

mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the 

prodigal home, God is faithful still. 

 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

*HYMN NO. 634           “To God Be the Glory”    TO GOD BE THE GLORY 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY     “You Are Mine”      arr. Mark Hayes

        Westminster and Pilgrim Choirs 
   

*RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING NO. 749 (stanza 2)“Come! Live in the Light!” WE ARE CALLED 

Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear! 

We are called to be hope for the hopeless 

so hatred and violence will be no more. 

We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly; 

we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 
 



 

GOING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 749 (stanza 3)   “Come! Live in the Light!     WE ARE CALLED 

Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one! 

God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other 

as sisters and brothers united in love. 

We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly; 

we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 
 

*THE PEACE 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Please exchange greetings of welcome and peace with your neighbor. 
 

*Please rise in body or in spirit 
 

†If you are new to the church...Welcome! We’re glad to have you here. Please ask an usher  to 

direct you to Visitor packets at the rear of the church. They can be found on the table near the usher’s 

closet under the balcony stairs. After the 10:00am service today, we hope you will join us for Coffee 

Hour in Room 120 located through the door to the left of the choir loft and left to the end of the hall. 
 

†The flowers this morning are given to the glory of God, in loving memory of…  

 … Harvey T. Lawshe by Edna Lawshe  

 … Mary Wefferling by Lew and Deb Wefferling  
 

†Our sympathy as a Christian family to…  

 ...Donald Felter on the death of his brother, Frederick Ferguson, on January 30, 2015.  
 

†Your  prayers of intercession  are requested for those members and friends known to be currently or 

recently hospitalized or who continue to need our prayers and support: 

 ...Harry Coppens, Toni Hartman, Bill Hayden, Edith Jipp, Roger Jones, Alex Lopus, Olga 

Muller, Marilyn O’Connell, Barbara Piggery, Dave Reimer, Louise Ritscher, Laura Winter and 

Clarence and Helena Wispelwey. The church office will be happy to verify their home addresses for 

you should you wish to send them words of encouragement or get well wishes. 
  

† It is easy to join our  mailing list! Just text FPC to 42828 and follow the prompt to send your  e-

mail address by text message.  

 

 

 THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
AT CALDWELL 
326 Bloomfield Avenue  
Caldwell, New Jersey  07006 
973-228-0310            
www.firstprescaldwell.org 


