
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 9, 2015 

Ten o’clock 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

GATHERING 
 

REFLECTION   
Looking back, my life seems like one long obstacle race, with me as its chief obstacle. 

Jack Paar 

 

PRELUDE    “To God be the Glory”        Arr. Christine Anderson and Gregory Varner  

     Katy Ames Herridge, handbell soloist 

 

 

 

THE  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH  

AT CALDWELL 
Our Purpose: 

To help all people build life-transforming  

relationships with God and each other. 

 

The members and friends of FPC welcome people from all backgrounds  -  - 

 people of faith from throughout the world, people who profess no faith, 

Christians of all denominations and those who are searching  

for religious and spiritual meaning.  

Welcome! 



CALL TO WORSHIP 

God gives us one day at a time: 

Long enough for laughter to follow any tears; 

Deep enough for prayer and silence to dance together; 

Time enough to help someone in need; 

Plenty of time to notice beauty and give thanks; 

Sufficient time to build a bridge of forgiveness or tear down a wall of resentment; 

The right time to embrace friends, smile at strangers, play with children, sing praise to God. 

Praise God for this day we are given.      
 

OPENING PRAYER 
  
*HYMN SING [during the summer months, the congregation chooses the opening hymn(s)]  

Serving as Acolyte this morning is Billy Slater. 
 

CONFESSION 

CORPORATE CONFESSION 

God of wilderness people, whose children often roam confused and afraid, we confess our 

own wilderness wanderings. We know how it feels to be lost and alone, running scared from 

all that threatens us. Trying to serve you, we often come to the end of what our patience, 

strength and good sense can handle. Desperate for survival equipment, we cling to flimsy 

excuses or collapse in the midst of our journey.  
 

As you have helped in ages past, speaking after earthquake, windstorm and fire, speak to us 

once again. Forgive our reckless measures to find security. Make the wild places of our lives 

fertile ground for the sound of your call. Give us spiritual food, so that we might have the 

energy to follow, even in extreme circumstances, in the way of your Son the Christ.  
 

PERSONAL CONFESSION 

     In whose name we pray.  

Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

… Friends, believe the good news. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE NO. 626      “As the Deer” 

As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you. 

You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you. 

You alone are my strength, my shield; to you alone may my spirit yield. 

You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you. 
   

PROCLAIMING AND RESPONDING 
 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 

Please note:  Children ages 2-5 may leave the sanctuary for Kid’s Page to be held in room A-5. 

Children entering 1st through 4th grade will meet for Kid’s Page Plus in the Youth Room. 

 



PARISH LIFE 

Members, friends and visitors, please sign the Friendship Pad in each pew and pass it to the 

person next to you. The last person will pass the pad back to the first person, who will then please 

place the sheet in the offering plate. Worshipers are invited to use the cards in the pew racks for 

prayer requests so we may share one another’s joys and concerns. The ushers will collect the 

cards during the hymn following the sermon and they will be offered during the Prayers of the 

People. 
 

SCRIPTURE    Exodus 1:1-10; 2:1-10            Page 47 
 

SERMON          “Change: Blessing or Curse?”              Dr. Sommers 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH             from A Brief Statement of Faith 

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign love God created the world 

good and makes everyone equally in God's image, male and female, of every race and 

people, to live as one community.  But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator; we 

violate the image of God in others and ourselves.  Yet God acts with justice and mercy to 

redeem creation.  In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant 

people to bless all families of the earth.  Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of 

Israel from the house of bondage.  Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the 

covenant.  Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to 

welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still. 
 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
 

*HYMN NO. 775         “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”             WALK WITH ME 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

OFFERING  

OFFERTORY   “The Lily of the Valley”          Irish melody  

       Paul Salierno, soloist    arr. Lloyd Larson 
   

*RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING NO. 609 “Praise God. From Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God, all creatures high and low. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

 

 



GOING FORTH 

 

*HYMN NO. 39           “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”              FAITHFULNESS 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 175 “Seek Ye First”  

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness, 

And all these things shall be added unto you. Allelu, alleluia! 
 

*THE PEACE 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Please exchange greetings of welcome and peace with your neighbor. 
 

*Please rise in body or in spirit 
 

†If you are new to the church...Welcome! We’re glad to have you here. Please ask an usher  to 

direct you to Visitor packets at the rear of the church. They can be found on the table near the usher’s 

closet under the balcony stairs. After the 10:00am service today, we hope you will join us for 

Lemonade on the Lawn. 
 

†The flowers this morning are given to the glory of God… 

 ...to celebrate the 25th wedding anniversary of Richard and Donna Heun from their children, 

 Trevor, Brittany and Kaitlyn. 

 ...in memory of  John and Mildred Trich by Joan and John Loiacono and Robin, Ricardo and 

 Jeremy Jimenez. 

 ...in memory of Amelia “Molly” LaBrunda by Mike and Joann Labrunda. 
  

†FLOWER DONORS for  the sanctuary are needed for  the following dates: August 16 &30, 

October 25, November 15 & 29 and December 27.  If you would like to donate flowers in memory or 

in honor of someone, please fill out a form and return to the office.  
 

†Your  prayers of intercession are requested for those members and friends known to be currently or 

recently hospitalized or who continue to need our prayers and support: 

 ...Harry Coppens, Bill Hayden, Edith Jipp, Roger Jones, Nancy Lopus, Marilyn O’Connell, 

Barbara Piggery, Louise Ritscher, Laura Winter and Clarence and Helena Wispelwey. The church 

office will be happy to verify their home addresses for you should you wish to send them words of 

encouragement or get well wishes. 
 

†It is easy to join our  mailing list! Just text FPC to 42828 and follow the prompt to send your  e-

mail address by text message.  

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
AT CALDWELL 
326 Bloomfield Avenue 
Caldwell, NJ 07006 
973-228-0310 
www.firstprescaldwell.org 


