
 



October 11, 2015 

Ten o’clock 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

GATHERING 
 
REFLECTION   

 “O God, thy sea is so great and my boat is so small.”  

                  Breton Fisherman’s Prayer 

 
PRELUDE           Dance Africana on “Dix”           arr. Jeffrey Honoré 

           The First Church Ringers 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP   

We look in the mirror and what do we see? 

We see people who try to be faithful, 

even as questions and struggles challenge our faith. 

We look in the mirror and how do we see? 

We see with hearts which are open to God's love, 

with lives which seek to trust when all the evidence 

tells us not to be so foolish. 
We look in the mirror and who do we see? 

We see Jesus, the One who struggles with 

the questions we raise, who models faithfulness 

for all who would follow. 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

 
*HYMN NO. 405             “Praise God for this Holy Ground”           Heymonystraat 

Lighting the candles today is Acolyte Billy Slater. 

 
CONFESSION 

CORPORATE CONFESSION 

 We stand before you, Saving God, stripped of our pretensions and pride, for nothing we 

do or say, or do not, can be hidden from you. You hear the angry words we preach to 

ourselves; you sift through the rubble of hurts we have caused; you see how we stumble, 

weighed down by all that 'stuff' which keeps us from following Jesus. As you empty our 

hands of that wealth of unneeded things we cling so tightly to, fill them with your grace 

and hope. As we let go of all which might hold us back, give us the trust to follow Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior, into that life with which he offers to each of us. 
 

 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

GOING FORTH 
 
*BENEDICTION 

 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 175 “Seek Y e First”     Lafferty 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God And his righteousness, 

And all these things shall be added unto you, Allelu, alleluia! 

 
*THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Please exchange greetings of welcome and peace with your neighbor. 

 
*Please rise in body or in spirit 

 
†If you are new to the church...Welcome! We’re glad to have you here. Please ask an usher  

to direct you to Visitor packets at the rear of the church. They can be found on the table near the 

usher’s closet under the balcony stairs. After the 10:00am service today, we hope you will join 

us for Coffee Hour in Room 120 located through the door to the left of the choir loft and left to 

the end of the hall. 

 
†Thank you to Trevor  Heun and Sean McGinley for  their  music leadership today.  

 
†The flowers this morning, are given to the glory of God in memory of… 

 ...our of our granddaughter, Caitlyn Holda, by Liz and John Holda. 

 

†Your  prayers of intercession are requested for those members and friends known to be 

currently or recently hospitalized or who continue to need our prayers and support: 

 ...Harry Coppens, Bill Hayden, Edith Jipp, Nancy Lopus, Marilyn O’Connell, Barbara 

Piggery, Louise Ritscher, Jim Tucker, Laura Winter and Clarence and Helena Wispelwey. The 

church office will be happy to verify their home addresses for you should you wish to send them 

words of encouragement or get well wishes. 

 

†It is easy to join our  mailing list! Just text FPC to 42828 and follow the prompt to send 

your e-mail address by text message.  

 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
AT CALDWELL 
326 Bloomfield Avenue 
Caldwell, NJ 07006 
973-228-0310 
www.firstprescaldwell.org 



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father 

You guide us 

Who art in heaven  

Your perspective is higher than ours 

Hallowed be thy name  

Your integrity is greater than ours 

Thy kingdom come 

You have more control over this world 

thy will be done 

You placed your purpose in us 

on earth as it is in heaven 

You bring meaning to both realms 

Give us this day our daily bread 

You are the source of our life 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors 

You redeem even what we consider impossible 

and lead us not into temptation 

Because our judgements are distorted 

but deliver us from evil  

Because evil harms our faithfulness  

For thine is the kingdom  

Everything belongs to you 

and the power  

It is you that we serve 

and the glory 

We live in praise of you 

forever 

Your timeline is different than ours 

Amen 

 
OFFERING 

OFFERTORY  “Flesh Failures” from HAIR           Galt MacDermot 

 
*RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING NO. 710 “We Lift Our Voices”           OFFERING 

We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering. 

Lord, use our voices; Lord, use our hands; Lord, use our lives; they are yours:  we are 

an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. 

We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering; 

we are an offering. 

 

PERSONAL CONFESSION 

In whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

...Friends, believe the good news. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  

 
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE NO. 2158 Sing the Faith  “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

I am weak, but thou art strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 

I’ll be satisfied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee. 

Just a closer walk with thee, grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 

Daily walking close to thee: Let it be, dear Lord let it be. 

 

PROCLAIMING AND RESPONDING 

 
ANTHEM         “Eatnemen Vuelie” (Song of the Earth)              arr. Emily Crocker

            Silesian Folk Melody, Frode Fjellheim 

              Westminster Choir 

 
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  

Please note:  Children through 7th grade may leave the sanctuary for Sunday School following the 

Time with the Children. Please exit through the doors on either side of the Choir loft. 

 
PARISH LIFE 

Members, friends and visitors, please sign the Friendship Pad in each pew and pass it to the 

person next to you. The last person will pass the pad back to the first person, who will then 

please place the sheet in the offering plate. Worshipers are invited to use the cards in the pew 

racks for prayer requests so we may share one another’s joys and concerns. The ushers 

will collect the cards during the hymn following the sermon and they will be offered during 

the Prayers of the People. 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION   Stewardship            Nancy McCarthy 

 
SCRIPTURE    1 Kings 3:1-15             Page 291 

 
SERMON         “Accidental Instrument”           Rev. Don Brown 

 
*HYMN NO. 696    “O God, You Are My God Alone”      Gratus 

 

 

 


