
 

December 24, 2017 

Ten o’clock 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  

 

 

GATHERING 
 

REFLECTION 
I am only the workshop in which God operates. 

Martin Luther writing in an essay on “The Magnificat” 
 

PRELUDE                “The Huron Carol”                                    arr. Shirley Brendlinger                                                  

        

CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from Psalm 89) 

We sing of God's mercy and grace shown to all generations.  

We praise God's constant and never-ending love and faithfulness.  

We rejoice that God's promise of an anointed one—the Messiah—is about to be fulfilled.  

O come, O come, Emmanuel—God with us—forever! 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE AND OPENING PRAYER 

Lighting the fourth Candle of Advent are members of the New Beginnings Advisory Board 

 

*CAROL SING 

Lighting the candles today is Acolyte Gary Suda 
 

CONFESSION 

CORPORATE CONFESSION 

You have taught us to be patient and promised to supply our needs, O God. Yet we grow 

weary of waiting and restless with our wants.  Anxiety and frustration rear their heads, 

and we blame our troubles on brothers and sisters, withholding from them the tolerance 

and care you have shown to us. O God, in Christ you showed patience with the world.  

Teach us to be patient, that in Christ we may have endurance in spite of our need.  

 

PERSONAL CONFESSION 

In the name of the Child born in a manger, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

...Friends, believe the good news. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE                 “The Kingdom of God” 

The kingdom of God is justice and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

Come, Lord, and open in us the gates of your kingdom 



PROCLAIMING AND RESPONDING 

 

ANTHEM           “The Hand that First Held Mary’s Child”             Lyrics by Thomas Troeger,                                             
                                                                           Chancel Choir                                                 Music by Dan Forrest 

 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN                 

Please note: Following Time With The Children, children preschool through 1st grade 

may leave the sanctuary for Young Children and Worship to be held in room A-5.  
 

PARISH LIFE 

Members, friends and visitors, please sign the Friendship Pad in each pew and pass it to the 

person next to you. The last person will pass the pad back to the first person, who will then please 

place the sheet in the offering plate. Worshipers are invited to use the cards in the pew racks for 

prayer requests so we may share one another’s joys and concerns.  The ushers will collect the 

cards during the hymn following the sermon and they will be offered during the Prayers for the 

People. 
 

SCRIPTURE                    Luke 1:26-38; 2:1-7                  Page 53, NT 

              

SERMON                        “The Message in the Music”              Dr. Sommers                   

 

*HYMN NO. 122                                “Silent Night, Holy Night”                                               Stille Nacht  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY        Dance Prelude on “Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella”    arr. Christopher Uehlein
                                                      
*RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING NO. 145 (stanza 3)  “What Child Is This”               Greensleeves 

                       

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

GOING FORTH 
 

*HYMN         “Star-Child”                                            
“Star-Child” is a contemporary hymn for Advent or Christmas. Its structure is simple, with verses 

consisting of short, mostly two-word images describing both the world’s children as well as the coming 

of the Christ child, with a refrain expressing the hope that everyone alive will experience the coming of 

Christ this year. The refrain is a plea that this year "Christmas comes to everyone alive," including the 

street and beat, the hurt and used, the grown and old, the sad and lost, the spared and spoiled, and the 

wise and faithful. The prayer that this year Christmas will come to all is a prayer that everyone will 

know, recognize, and experience the coming of the Christ child in the many and varied circumstances of 

their lives.  



 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 119 (stanza 3) “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”          
                                           Mendelssohn 

*THE PEACE 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Please exchange greetings of welcome and peace with your neighbor. 
 

*Please rise in body or in spirit 

 

†If you are new to the church...Welcome! We’re glad to have you here. Please ask an usher  to 

direct you to Visitor packets at the rear of the church. They can be found on the table near the usher’s 

closet under the balcony stairs. After the 10:00am service today, we hope you will join us for Coffee 

Hour in Room 120 located through the door to the left of the choir loft and left to the end of the hall
  

†Your  prayers of intercession are requested for those members and friends known to be currently or 

recently hospitalized or who continue to need our prayers and support: 

 ...Harry Coppens, Jay Courter, Ruth Evans, Bill Hayden, Edith Jipp, Christopher Kerwin, Max 

Oehler, Barbara Piggery, Arline Pressl, Louise Ritscher, Richard Rose, Michael Sanok, Bob Scarrillo, 

Emil Schnell, Rob Thiemann,  Laura Winter and Helena Wispelwey. The church office will be happy 

to verify their home addresses for you should you wish to send them words of encouragement or get 

well wishes. 

 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
AT CALDWELL 
326 Bloomfield Avenue  
Caldwell, New Jersey  07006 
973-228-0310            
www.firstprescaldwell.org 




