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Friends in the Faith, 

Though summer doesn’t officially end until September 22nd, most folks think of Labor Day and the return to school as the 

unofficial end of summer.  Each year I find myself asking the question, how did we get to September so fast?  Seems the 

older I get, the faster time goes! 

This edition of First Church News highlights many of the goings-on as enter into a new program year – Sunday School, Faith 

and Life Series, Choir rehearsal resumption, etc.  But surely the most important activity from a strategic standpoint  is New 

Beginnings (though it itself is not a strategic planning process).  

As a reminder, New Beginnings is an opportunity for FPC to assess its ministries and to make decisions about the future.  It 

seeks to answer the question, "How do we as a congregation evolve and adapt to the changing context of the community 

in which we live and minister?” 

 New Beginnings has four parts: 

On-site assessment (this happened in January of this year) 

Leadership Training (this took place in March, as a team of FPC members participated in a 2-day training event)  

Small Group Meetings (scheduled to begin on September 27th) 

Decision-Making 

By far the most important part of the process is the small group meeting part, which consists of 6 sessions, each facilitated 

by one of the New Beginnings Team leaders.  Many of you have already signed up to take part in these small groups, and it 

is our hope more of you will sign-up.  You can do so either online via the church website, or at the Rally Day celebration 

following worship on September 13th.   

The first small group meeting will be held following worship on September 27th.  We will begin with a luncheon and some 

introductory comments, and then you will break into your own small group -- there will be 7 groups total, and you’ll have 

options as to what day of the week works for you. 

We’re excited about the next stage of New Beginnings, and look forward to your participation! 

Blessings, on behalf of your New Beginnings Leadership Team,  

 

Save the  date !   
September 13th Sunday School Begins : We hope everyone will join us for a fun Sunday School Kickoff Day! Arrive at 
9:30am to register for Sunday School and meet your new teachers. After worship, join us outside for carnival games, food, 
fellowship and fun! Additionally, you can find out about all of the great things First Pres. Caldwell has going on this year.  
 
September 25th Fish and Chips Dinner: First Pres invites you to a  fish and chips dinner on Friday, Sept. 25th from 5:30-
7:30pm. Dine-in with dessert and beverages or take out dinners available too.  Fish/Chicken prepared by Argyle’s 
Restaurant. Tickets are $16 for adults and $10 half meals for children and seniors. All proceeds will go to the Caldwell Food 
Pantry. Tickets available for purchase in the church office or online at www.firstprescaldwell.org.  Reserve a table for 8-10 
people. Advance Sales ONLY! 



Youth News  
The purpose of our Youth Ministry at First Pres is to REACH OVER to students in our congregation and 

community, providing a safe, caring and fun environment in order to equip them to REACH UP  learning about 
God, challenging them to grow in a relationship with Jesus Christ, and fostering a desire to REACH OUT, 

providing opportunities to serve others in Jesus' name and become within the church. 
Our youth meet several times a month.  Permission slips are required for off site events! 

 Saturday, September 12th - 10am-3pm  

All Youth Hike @ Pyramid Mountain - Signup 
required 

 Sunday, September 13th - 11:30am-1pm 

Fall Kickoff Carnival 

 Friday, Sept 18th 7pm– Sept 19th 9am 

Jr. High Fall Lock In 

 Sunday, September 20th - 11:30am-1pm 

Pittsburgh Project Sunday BBQ 

 Wednesday, September 23rd - 5-8pm 

Dinner & Service Project - $10 

 Wednesday, September 30th - 5-8pm 

 Funplex Trip - $30. Signup required 

 Saturday, September 12th - 10am-3pm 

All Youth Hike @ Pyramid Mountain - Signup 
required 

 Sunday, September 13th - 11:30am-1pm 

Fall Kickoff Carnival 

 Sunday, September 20th - 11:30am-1pm 

Pittsburgh Project Sunday BBQ 

 Sunday, September27th - 11:30am-1pm 

Pizza and Fellowship ($5) 

 All 8th grade students are invited to join us this year for our Confirmation Class, preparation to 
become members of our church.  

 Our year-long Confirmation process involves weekly classes as well as three overnight 
retreats throughout the year.  

 Our teachers are excited to begin this journey with our students this fall! 

 Parents and students who plan to join Confirmation this year should attend our Orientation 
Breakfast on Sunday, September 20th at 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

 Please RSVP to Jaime if you plan to attend this breakfast.  

 Classes will begin on Sunday, September 27th at 9am. 

Confirmation Class 2015-2016 

Westminster Choir has begun! Join us on Sundays at 6pm.  
 

Chapel Bells Begins on Sunday, September 13th at 4:45pm.  
 

First Church Ringers begins on Sunday, September 13th at 7:45pm. 
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We share the joys and sorrows of life and in all things give thanks to God for his blessings to us.  
 

HEALING AND SUPPORT TO … 
 ...Harry Coppens, Bill Hayden, Edith Jipp, Nancy Lopus, Marilyn O’Connell, Barbara Piggery, Louise Ritscher, Laura 
 Winter and Clarence and Helena Wispelwey.  
 

SYMPATHY TO… 
 ...The Glynn family on the death of Susan Glynn Price on March 14, 2015. 
 ...Velma Conway on the death of her mother, Velma Gebhard, on July 13, 2015. 
 ...The O’Neil family on the death of Virginia O’Neil, on July 15, 2015.  
 …Dolores Jones and children, Roger Jr., Lorry, Garret and Pam on the death of husband and father, Roger 
 Jones on August 9, 2015.  
 

CONGRATUALTIONS TO… 
 ...Michael Glynn and Kelli Rehm on their marriage on July 11, 2015. 
 ...Chet Van Doren and Amanda Everett on their marriage on July 25, 2015.  
 ...Steven and Jennifer (McNamara) Russo on the birth of their daughter, Sophia Grace Russo, on August 22,2015. 
 Maternal grandparents are Sharon and Joe McNamara and paternal grandparents are Paul and Kathleen Russo. 
 

Please let the office know if there are others to include.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title:  The Church in the Community of Nations: The Presbyterian 

Ministry at the United Nations 

When:  September 16, 2015 at 7:30 PM 

 Join The Rev. W. Mark Koenig who serves as the director of the 

Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations. The ministry works to 

inspire and equip Presbyterians for global discipleship following Jesus 

and to advocate for peace and justice in the United Nations community, 

guided by General Assembly policies. For more information about this 

event, please visit www.firstprescaldwell.org. 
 

Title:  Occupation and Persecution - Christian Struggle in Ukraine 

When:  October 14,2015 at 7:30PM 

 24 years after the independence of Ukraine, the people of 

Ukraine again face occupation and persecution from forces of a 

neighboring country. Bishop Daniel will share from the personal 

experience of one who escaped the persecution, and will relate the 

struggles that the people of Ukraine are presently dealing with. For more 

information about this event, please visit www.firstprescaldwell.org. 

Join us this fall 

for our new 

Faith & Life 

Discussions 


