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First Church News June 
JUNE 2016  “Helping all people build life-transforming relationships with God and each other.”  

Friends in the Faith, 

 As most of you are aware, I begin a three month Sabbatical following the worship service of June 5th. 

As a reminder, in 2007, when you called me as your Pastor/Head of Staff, the terms of call included the 

provision of a sabbatical after seven years of service.  This was approved by both you, the congregation, and the 

Presbytery of Newark.  I am blessed to serve a congregation that understands the value of such a gift. A 

sabbatical is a time for the pastor to step out of the daily routine and experience a time of both rest and 

professional growth. 

 The theme of my sabbatical is “Mind, Body, and Soul,” and the proposal which was presented to the 

Personnel Committee for their approval and then to the Session has already been shared with the congregation.  

If you would like a copy, please contact the church office.  I will be back in the office on September 6th, and 

back in the pulpit on September 11th. 

 During my Sabbatical, Associate Pastor Don Brown will assume the role of Head of Staff, and will do 

most of the preaching.  Parish Associate Bob Pryor and Pastor Emeritus Bob McGruther are available to assist 

Don, Rev. Todd Shumpert, Rev. Barb Piercy, and Jaime Staehle with pastoral care needs.  I have full 

confidence in the staff to handle the day-to-day administrative and programmatic decisions and assure the 

seamless continuation of ministries. 

 I am looking forward to this time and anticipate that you will grow and benefit from it as much as I will. 

I thank each of you for your support of this sabbatical and your continued support of the ministries of FPC.  

May God grow in each of us an increased commitment to the work and mission of FPC in the coming months.  

I am confident that the most exciting and fruitful years for our shared ministry together are ahead of us. 

 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, and as the song says, “See you in September!” 

Welcome to the staff, Rev. Todd Shumpert! With the union with Pleasantdale 

Presbyterian Church now complete, Rev. Todd Shumpert joins our staff as 

Pastor of Spiritual and Missional Engagement.  A native of Smyrna, GA, 

Todd is a 1993 graduate of Jacksonville State University, and a 1997 graduate 

of Columbia Theological Seminary, where he earned his Masters of Divinity.  

In addition to the Pleasantdale congregation, Todd has served pastorates in 

Fort Valley, GA, and Northport, NY.  From 2002-2010 he served as Director 

of Spiritual Life and College Chaplain at Bloomfield College. Todd is married 

to Nicole, and they have two daughters, Serena, age 3, and Sloan, age 2.  



The purpose of our Youth Ministry at First Pres. Caldwell is to Reach Over  to students in our congregation 

and community, providing a safe, caring and fun environment in order to equip them to Reach Up - learning 

about God, challenging them to grow in a relationship with Jesus Christ and fostering a desire to Reach Out, 

providing opportunities to serve others in Jesus' name and become leaders within the Church. 

Each month we have a variety of events and activities designed with our Purpose in mind.  All teens are 

invited to join us!  Off site events do require a permission slip and some events require a signup because of 

limited space! 
 

Jr. High Fellowship - 6th-8th Grade 

 Friday, June 10th - 7pm-9am Saturday, June 11th - Lock In (signup required!) 

 Saturday, June 11th - 10am-2pm - Pittsburgh Project Car Wash 

 Thursday, June 16th 6:30-8pm - Diners, Drive Ins and Dives ($10) 

 Thursday, June 23rd - 6:30-8pm - Diners, Drive Ins and Dives ($10) 
 

Sr. High Fellowship - 9th-12th Grade  
 

 Sunday, June 5th - 11:30am-1pm - Pizza and Fellowship  

 Sunday, June 12th - 11:30am-4pm - Lunch and Baker's Wife (bring 

$25)  

 Sunday, June 19th - 11:30am-1pm - No Youth Group! Hang out with 

your Dad! 

 Sunday, June 26th - 11:30am-1pm - Pizza and Fellowship 

Youth News 
 

Come to the Pittsburgh Project Car Wash on 

Saturday, June 11th! 

We hope you will stop by church on Saturday, June 11th between 

10am and 2pm to support our Jr. High Pittsburgh Project team!  It's 

just $5 to have your car washed by this awesome group of kids who 

are ready and excited to serve God this summer doing home repairs 

for elderly and disabled homeowners in Pittsburgh! 

ALL YOUTH CAMPING TRIP 

This summer we will be heading out for an 

awesome camping trip again!  This trip 

was a HUGE hit last summer, and we are 

looking forward to another great weekend.  

All incoming 6th-12th graders are invited to 

join us for a fun weekend on the Delaware 

River, Friday, August 26th through Sunday, 

August 28th. 

We will head up to Indian Head 

Campground where we will stay in their 

bunkhouse.  On Saturday, we will 

go rafting down the river and then head 

back to camp to hang out, have dinner over 

the campfire and enjoy s'mores!  Sunday, 

we will spend the day at the campground 

and then head home!   

The cost for the weekend is $160 and the 

deadline to sign up is Sunday, June 12th.   



Young Adult Upper Room Gatherings 

All Young Adults (ages 18-30) are invited to join us this 

summer for some fun!  We will meet on June 13th at 

Melissa McCarthy's home and June 27th at Cloverleaf, both 

at 7:30pm. Just let Jaime Staehle know if you can join us!  

Please join us in welcoming the Confirmation Class 2016 as 

new members of our church: Olivia Acquadro, Madison 

Borys, Anna Bradley, Hayley Cirenza, Jason Fusaro, Jack 

Jones, Margaret Lonsinger, Kieran Maguire, Anthony 

Mattern, Tyler Maxwell, Kara Motsch, Sam Mulick, Hayat 

Pryor, Michael Soccio, Gabriella Suda and Francesca Valle.  

Welcome Confirmation Class of 2016! 

Kids currently in Kindergarten through 5th grade are 

invited to join us for an exciting week of recreation, 

crafts, exploring the Bible and meeting new friends! This 

awesome week of fun is co-sponsored by Camp 

Johnsonburg, complete with three of their trained college 

staff members. 

Morning Program - 9:00AM-12:00PM for children in 

Kindergarten through 2nd Grade. $40 for the week. 

All Day Program - 9:00AM-4:00PM for children in 

Kindergarten through 5th Grade. $75 for the week. 

Preschool Program - For children ages 4-5 whose siblings 

are enrolled in the morning or all day programs. $40 and 

$75. Before and After care will also be available. 
Registration forms are available on the Christian Ed desk! 

Library In The Corner 

Looking for a good read for this summer?  Check out our Church 

Library in the Corner and the Library Cart in Room 120 for several 

new selections.  One new book in our Library Cart is "When 

'Spiritual But Not Religious' Is Not Enough" by Lilian Daniels. 

The phrase "I'm spiritual but not religious" has become a cliché. It's 

easy to find God amid the convenience of self-styled spirituality--

but is it possible (and more worthwhile) to search for God through 

religion?  Minister and celebrated author Lillian Daniel gives a 

new spin on church with stories of what a life of faith can really 

be: weird, wondrous, and well worth trying. From a rock-and-

roller sexton to a BB gun-toting 

grandma, a church service attended 

by animals to a group of unlikely 

theologians at Sing Sing, Daniel 

shows us a portrait of church that is 

flawed, fallible--and deeply faithful. 

With poignant reflections and sly wit, 

Daniel invites all of us to step out of 

ourselves, dare to become a 

community, and encounter a God 

greater than we could ever invent.  

Humorous and sincere, this is a book 

about people finding God in the most 

unexpected of places: prisons, 

airports, yoga classes, committee 

meetings, and, strangest of all, right 

there in church. 

We are looking for fresh ideas! Ideas to bring adults, kids or 

families together in fellowship – Ideas to support growth in 

our spirituality – Ideas to reach out, with His love, to our 

community in order to bring others closer to Christ. 
 

If you have an idea, and would love to see it come to life 

through your leadership, but are struggling to figure out 

how you would fund it, we may have a solution! 
 

The Fellowship Fund has been created to help provide mini-

grants from $50 to $500 for new ideas that help bring our 

mission to life. 
 

Share with us your idea, a quick budget, what other 

resources you may need and we will quickly get you an 

answer.  
 

Don’t have an idea, but want to help support the fund? 

Make out a check to the church with “The Fellowship 

Fund” in the memo and we will make sure that money goes 

to fund new ideas! 
 

Pick up a Fellowship Fund Form on the Christian Ed Desk 

or download it online at www.firstprescaldwell.org. 



The Baker’s Wife 

Saturday, June 11th @7:30pm, 

Sunday, June 12th @2pm and 

7:30pm 

Book by Joseph Stein (Fiddler on the Roof, 

Zorba) & Music and Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz 

(Godspell, Children of Eden). 

 

You won’t want to miss this beautiful production 

featuring the youth of FPC and created by two 

icons in Broadway Theater.   Set in the 1930’s in a 

small French town in the south of France, the 

village of Concorde is about to welcome their new 

Baker to their community.  What follows is a fun 

and introspective look at human relationships 

including friendship, love and most important, 

forgiveness.   The show will be presented on the 

stage in fellowship hall complete with a set which 

is designed and built by congregation members, 

Robert and Sandra Nathans.  Adriana Piercy is the 

Director/Choreographer and Michael Hardenberg 

is the Assistant Director.   The Westminster Choir 

is joined by other artistic adults and choir alums to 

offer this perfect spring event.   Three 

performances only! 

 

Advance Sale Tickets – $10 from the church 

office and online 

Tickets at the Door – $15 

General Admission – Doors open 30-minutes 

prior to performance 

As part of the ticketing process, we are also 

accepting donations to the Sara Jane Hussey 

Memorial Fund. 

LIMITED SEATING 

Tickets are available 

Online and in the church office 

JUNE 11 - 9:00AM-12:00PM 

First Pres is putting together a team to participate 

in Prelude's 5K. Come out and support the fight 

against lung cancer while we enjoy the beauty of 

Hilltop Reservation. The 5K will take place on 

paved roads, gravel roads, rugged trails through 

the woods and also a trail through a meadow of 

wildflowers and natural grasses. There will be 

alternate routes to accommodate various levels of 

trail runners and walkers. Come experience one of 

Essex County’s hidden gems, Hilltop Reservation. 

Sign up online at 

http://preludetoacure.org/event/5k-trail-runwalk 

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME 

WHO: Mets vs. Yankees 

WHERE: Yankee Stadium 

WHEN: Thursday, August 4, 2016 

GAME TIME: 7:05 PM 

COST: $55 per  ticket  

$75 – includes bus transportation 

Bus leaves church at 5:30PM  

Join us for an exciting baseball game as we join the Yankees 

and Mets. As this is a premium game, there is limited 

availability. Get your ticket TODAY!! You may purchase 

tickets online or in the church office.  

http://preludetoacure.org/event/5k-trail-runwalk


 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN OUR PRAYERS  
 

We share the joys and sorrows of life and in all things give 

thanks to God for his blessings to us.  
 

SYMPATHY TO… 

 … The Boney family on the death of Ann Boney on April 29. 

 … The Mead family on the death of Joanna Mead on  May 10. 
 

HEALING AND SUPPORT TO … 

 ...Alice Brackmann, Harry Coppens, Bill Hayden, Edith 

Jipp, Dolores Jones, Barbara Piggery, Louise Ritscher, Barbara 

Robison, Laura Winter and Clarence and Helena Wispelwey.  
 

Please let the office know if there are others to include.  

The First Presbyterian Church at Caldwell 

326 Bloomfield Ave., Caldwell, NJ 07006 

Office Hours M – Th 9am – 4pm F 3pm 

Phone:  973-228-0310    Fax:  973-228-0629 

E-mail:  fpc@firstprescaldwell.org  

Web page: www.firstprescaldwell.org  

 

Dr. Richard N. Sommers, Pastor/Head of Staff 

Rev. Don Brown, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Barbara Jo Piercy, Minister of Music 

Rev. Todd Shumpert, Pastor of Spiritual and 
Missional Engagement 

Jaime Staehle, Director of Youth & Children’s 
Ministries 

Laurie Fergusson, Youth Intern 

Nancy Felter, Office Manager  

Lauren Restaino, Communications Specialist/Admin 
Assistant 

Brittany Heun, Sunday Morning Receptionist 

Noel Piercy, Associate Director of Music 

Chris White, Building Manager/Head Sexton 

Matthew Pereira, Sunday Custodian 

Kathleen Carlson 

Director of the Weekday Nursery School  

973-226-6674 

David Hicock 

Superintendent, Prospect Hill Cemetery  

973-228-4410 

Dr. Robert R. McGruther, Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. J. Robert Pryor, Parish Associate 

Stephen Ministry 

stephen.ministry@firstprescaldwell.org 
973-228-0310 Ext. 235 

 

SUMMER 
CRADLE ROOM  

OPPORTUNITY! 

We are blessed to have 

an air conditioned 

Cradle Room at FPC for 

our youngest members during the hot summer 

months. Most of our regular dedicated volunteers 

(THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH!) take a summer 

break which gives others of us the opportunity to 

sign up and share the joy of spending time with the 

very young! This fun time is a gift you can give yourself! 

Please consider sharing your loving arms and lap for just a 

Sunday or two over the summer for the 10:00 service. It is a 

special privilege! A sign up sheet is on the door, you will have 

such a good time! 

       SUMMER DATES TO SAVE 

June 27 - July 1 - Vacation Bible Camp 

July 10 - Ocean Grove Choir Festival 

July 10 - 15 - Jr. High Pittsburgh Project 

July 30 - August 6 - Sr. High Pittsburgh Project  

August 22 - 26 - Choir Camp - Are We There Y et? 

BEGINNING JULY 10th - SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday morning worship will be as follows:  

8:30AM at the FPC Pleasantdale Campus 

471 Pleasant Valley Way, West Orange, NJ 07052 

10:00AM at First Presbyterian Church at Caldwell 

KIDS PAGE beginning June 26th for ages 2yrs. to 4th grade 

Dear Jaime and Members of the Youth Group:  

WOW!!! It was incredible to see a bus load of food arrive at the 

Caldwell Food Pantry just when we really needed it the most. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

You all did such an outstanding job collecting food for our pro-

gram. Please know that all of the families and individuals that we 

help are so appreciative of your efforts. On behalf of them, I 

would really like to thank you for helping us by donating this 

food to the Caldwell Food Pantry. Please know that we truly ap-

preciate your support.  

Thanks to your hard work, we can continue our mission of 

providing food for these families throughout 2016. Together, we 

can make a difference in the lives of many people.  

With warm regards,  

Maria E. Burak 

Director of Human Resources 



5 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

10am Church Family Sunday 

11:30am Adult Education  

 

6 
7pm Yoga 

7pm Venture Scouts  

7pm Bible Study 

7 
9:30am Staff 

7:30pm Session 
Committees 

 

 

8 
9:30am Crafting 

Group 

 

9 
7am Men’s Fellowship 

Breakfast 

10am Old Guard 

12pm Women’s 

Fellowship Luncheon 

6:30pm Chancel Bells 

 

10 
5:30pm AA 

Meeting 

7pm Jr. High 

Lock Out 

6pm Baker’s 

Wife Rehearsal 

11 
8am DADS  

With a Mission  

@ Rockin’ Joe 

10am –2pm Jr. High 

Car Wash 

7:30pm Baker’s Wife 

Performance 

12 

8:30am Chapel Worship 

10am Worship Service & Sunday School 

11:15am Adult Education Committee 

11:15am Worship Committee 

11:30am Adult Education  

2pm Baker’s Wife Performance 

7:30pm Baker’s Wife Performance 

 

13 
7pm Yoga 

7pm Venture Scouts  

7pm Young Adult 

Gathering @ the 

McCarthy’s  

 

 

 

14 
9:30am Staff 

5pm Finance 

7pm Deacons 

Committees 

7:15pm Deacons 

 

 

 

15 
9:30am Crafting 

Group 

 

16 
7am Men’s Fellowship 

Breakfast 

6:30pm-8pm Jr. High  

 

 

 

17 
5:30pm AA 

Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

18 
8am DADS  

With a Mission  

@ Rockin’ Joe 

 

19 

8:30am Chapel Worship 

10am Worship Service & Sunday School 

11:15am Church Life Committee 

11:15am Stephen Minister Leaders  

11:30am Adult Education  

11:30am Senior Recognition Lunch 

 

 

20 
6:30pm SM 

Supervision 

7pm Yoga 

7pm Venture Scouts 

7pm Young Adult 

Gathering 

@Cloverleaf 

21 
9:30am Staff 

6:15pm Mission 

Committee  

7:30pm Session 

 

22 
9:30am Crafting 

Group 

 

 

23 
7am Men’s Fellowship 

Breakfast 

10am Old Guard 

6:30pm-8pm Jr. High  

 

 

24 
5:30pm AA 

Meeting 

 

25 
8am DADS  

With a Mission @ 

Rockin’ Joe 

8:30am Soup Kitchen 

26 
8:30am Chapel Worship 

10am Worship Service  

1pm Voice Recital 

27 

7pm Yoga 

7pm Venture Scouts 

7pm Bible Study 

 

 

28 
9:30am Staff 

29 

9:30am Crafting 

Group 

 

30 

7am Men’s Fellowship 

Breakfast 

 

 

1 

5:30pm AA 

Meeting 

Service 

 

2 

8am DADS  

With a Mission  

 


